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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1. This office action is made Final. Claims 1-3, 9, 11, 20, 22, 28, 51-52, 63, have 
been examined and are addressed below. Claims 4-8, 10, 12-19, 21 , 23-27, 29-50, 53- 
62, 64-69 have been cancelled. 

Response to Amendments 

2. The rejection of claim 4-5, 15-16, and 47 under 35 USC § 1 12 second paragraph 
is withdrawn in light of Applicant's cancellation of the claims. 

3. The applicant's amendments have been reviewed and fully considered but are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. With respect to claims 1 -3, 9, 1 1 , 20, 22, 
28, 51-52, 63, Applicant's amendment necessitated the newground(s) of rejection 
presented In this Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following Is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, 9, 11, 20, 22, 28, 51-52, 63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Paasche et al (U.S. 7,359,871) in view of Patricelli et al (U.S. 
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7,174,302) and Heimermann et al (U.S. 7,110,976) and Bednarek (U.S. 6965,868) and 
Martinez etal (U.S. 6,119,229). 

5. Referring to Claim 1 , 20 Paasche teaches a method of selling a health related 
product or service via the internet, comprising: providing a service provider system that 
includes a web server, the service provider system having members that purchase 
health related products and services through the service provider system (see for 
example Paasche column 25 lines 2-30); enrolling applicants in the service provider 
system as members (see for example Paasche column 2 lines 23-42), the service 
provider system including a service database that provides a listing of insurance 
services (see for example Paasche column 65 lines 17-29), (); receiving a product or 
service request message for a desired product or service from a member through a 
customer interface, the product or service request message including a product or 
service identifier (see for example Paasche column 2 lines 63-67 and column 3 lines 1- 
1 6 and Fig 1 ); transmitting by the service provider system a request for the desired 
product or service request to a supplier of the desired product or service (see for 
example Paasche column 9 lines 30-42); awarding points to a member, the points 
having characteristics of, being transferable by the member to an exempt organization 
for use in fulfilling its exempt (see for example Paasche column 67 lines 56-62) purpose 
within a computer memory points awarded to a member for purchases (1) made by the 
member itself through the service provider system (see for example Paasche column 66 
lines 26-42 and Fig. 20), (1 1 ) made by members who were referred to the service 
provider system by the member (see for example Paasche column 29 lines 65-66), and 
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(111) made by members who were referred to the service provider system by members 
in (1 1 ), wherein the service provider system pays at least a portion of federal tax due for 
the points awarded (see for example Paasche column 31 lines 65-67 and column 32 
lines 1-4 and Fig. 2). Using the points to purchase health related products and services 
through the service provider system(see for example Paasche column 64 lines 22-30). 
Paasche does not teach the service provider system providing an aggregation of 
members purchasing power through the service provider system. Heimermann teaches 
aggregating the purchasing power of the members in the service provide system (see 
for example Heimermann column 8 lines 30-33). Neither Paasche nor Heimermann 
teach the points awarded being tax free. Patricelli teaches a designating a portion of his 
or her compensation into an FSA on a tax-free basis (see for example Patricelli column 
1 lines 35-37). Neither Paasche, Heimermann, nor Patricelli teaches the award points 
can't be converted to cash or cash equivalent. Martinez teaches wherein at least a 
portion of the points can not be converted to cash or a cash equivalent (see for example 
Martinez column 25 lines 40-47). Neither Paasche, Heimermann, Patricelli, nor 
Martinez teaches the award points to have a limited life. Bednarek teaches wherein the 
points have a limited life (see for example Bednarek column 17 lines 61-67). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine 
the features and not to tax the account to give incentives to the members and to not to 
give cash value to reward points to keep the members from using the accumulated 
points to buy products that are not sold by the service provider system and also to 
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encourage the members to use it and motivate them to purchase more items in the long 
run. 

6. With respect to claim 2 Paasche view of Patricelli and Heimermann and 
Bednarek and Martinez teaches the method of claim 1(as described above). Paasche 
teaches wherein at least a portion of the points are utilized by members for future 
purchases of products or services through the service provider system (see for example 
Paasche column 64 lines 22-30). 

7. Referring to Claim 3 Paasche view of Patricelli and Heimermann and Bednarek 
and Martinez teaches the method of claim 1(as described above). Paasche teaches 
wherein at least a portion of the points are utilized by members for application to a 
health savings account or a similarly approved account (see for example Paasche 
column 65 lines 17-29). 

8. Referring to claim 9 Paasche view of Patricelli and Heimermann and Bednarek 
and Martinez teaches the method of claim 1(as described above). Paasche teaches 
wherein at least a portion of the points are utilized by members to offset costs 
associated with a health savings security account or a similarly approved account (see 
for example Paasche column 67 lines 1-14). 
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9. Referring to claim 1 1 and 22, Paasche view of Patricelli and Heimermann and 
Bednarek and Martinez teaches the method of claim 1(as described above). 
Heimermann teaches aggregating the purchasing power of the members in the service 
provide system (see for example Heimermann column 8 lines 30-33). It would have 
been obvious to combine both features to get discounts and other special offers for 
purchasing a larger amount. 

10. Referring to claim 28 Paasche view of Patricelli and Heimermann and Bednarek 
and Martinez teaches the method of claim 1(as described above). Paasche teaches 
wherein all of the points awarded by the service provider system remain within a 
community defined by the service provider system (see for example Paasche column 66 
lines 27-42). 

1 1 . Referring to claim 51 , Paasche view of Patricelli and Heimermann and Bednarek 
and Martinez teaches the method of claim 1(as described above). Paasche teaches 
wherein the points can only be used as a discount on future purchases of products or 
services through the service provider system by the member who earned them (see for 
example Paasche column 64 lines 22-30). 

12. Referring to claim 52, Paasche view of Patricelli and Heimermann and Bednarek 
and Martinez teaches the method of claim 1(as described above). Paasche teaches 
wherein the products are selected from vitamins or nutritional supplements, 
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energy/protein bars, health food products, weight loss products, non-prescription drugs, 
prescription drugs, contact lenses and associated supplies, dermatology/skin care 
products, oral care products, fitness products, fitness clubs, health books, health and 
fitness magazines, health insurance, wellness insurance, disability insurance, dental 
insurance, pet insurance, allergy and asthma products, diabetes products addiction 
treatment and rehabilitation treatment centers, athletic clothing and gear, therapeutic 
and chiropractic products, pet care and medication products, and exercise equipment 
(see for example Paasche column 58 lines 4-13). 

1 3. Referring to claim 63 Paasche view of Patricelli and Heimermann and Bednarek 
and Martinez teaches the method of claim 1(as described above). Paasche teaches 
further comprising: assigning to a member a debit or credit card. 64.-69 (see for 
example Paasche column 49 lines 46-50). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 7,383,198 teaches a delivery information 
systems and methods. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to REGINALD REYES whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5212. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Gilligan can be reached on 571-272-6670. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/R. R./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3626 

/C. Luke Gilligan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3626 



